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espite the 5&% oceans that

separate Sudan from Aus

¥ tralia, many Australians

have joined the global community

in celebrating the recent develop-
ments towards peace in Sudan.

Some may be surprised that the
level of interest is so high in such a
far-off place. The attention Sudan re-
ceives in Australia is easily ex-
plained.

The Sudanese community is
the fastest growing ethnic community
in the multicultural tapestry that
makes up Australian society.

At present there are approxi-
mately 8,000 Sudanese people living
in Australia, many as Australian citi- -
zens. Most of these people have come
to Australia on “humanitarian visas®,

They are supporied by the Aus-
fralian Government on their amrival
with education, finance and housing.

The domino effect ofthis grow-
ing and new community is that more
and more Australians are coming into
contact with and leaming about the,
Swmﬁow of the Sudanese Diaspora.

In 2000 as a response to the
growth of the Sudanese community
in Australia, an organization was
born, called the Sudanese Australian
Integrated H.ommﬁﬁm wqcmamgﬂn @E A
‘better as the SAIL

know .
wno@.g&,, nﬁ organization pro-

vides free English support and com-

 munity services to the Sudanese com-
munity in and around Melbourne,
Australia’s second largest city.

- The SAIL Programme is vol-
unteer-run and remains strictly secu-

| lar. It aims to assist Sudanese people
to come to grips with their new (and
perhaps temporary) home, Australia.

Each week approximately 350
Sudanese of all ages and a similar
number of non-Sudanese gather in
various venues across Melbourne to
share stories and experiences.

Although it is known as an
English learning centre, it is in many
ways a specialized school for
Sudanese studies.

It provides fallow ground for
the growth of relationships which
“‘spread the word” about Sudan, its
blessings and its burdens.

Until recently however the
level of interest in Sudan and its
people has outstripped the amount of
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information available to Australians
about it,

its mcwﬁonmm saw this gap in infor-
mation about the Sudanese Diaspora.
Hrm Sudanese community and  To this end, the Sudanese Online Re-

search >mmna§uo= Awowmc was cre-

ated. SORA is an online hub for all

things that will inform service pro-

viders to En Sudanese UEHEQ Itis
also a centre for Sudanese Diaspora-
related research,

This online research library
now bolsters the information avail-
able to people who are interested in
Sudan and its people.

So what do Australians think
of their Sudanese siblings in Austra-
lia?

In a nation proud of its
multicultural history, the Australian
population is admiring of and in-
spired by the Sudanese community.

The reason is simple. Sudanese
people in Australia prove that sustain-
able peace is born as much between
individuals as it is between 8@;55_
negotiators.

Members of the Australian
Sudanese community are willing and
wanting to work alongside members
of other Sudanese communities.

Every week at the SAIL
Programme, Northern Sudanese work
with Southerm Sudanese, Christians
join with Muslims, Dinka with Nuer
andsoon.

- Indeed the SAIL Programme
involves representatives of almost ev-
mQ tribe and region in Sudan. Never
once has this  triggered tension.

ms. non-Sudanese abservers, it
is a ma@ in wnmmm.aoa reconcilia-
tion. For Sudanese it is surely a sign
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- In some imwm mun_ SAIL
Programme experience is a model in

peace studies for Sudan. The

Sudanese Australian give weight to
the idea that ‘peace begins with you’.
Australia and Ausiralians, in-
cluding naturalized Sudanese. are
investors in the peaceful future of
Sudan. :
We join our friends across the
world and throughout the Sudanese
Diaspora in supporting every genu-
ine effort towards peace in Sudan.

It remains our hope that those
negotiating and bringing peace to
Sudan will bear in mind that there are
now Sudanese people around the
globe gaining skills, knowledge and
awareness that they hope, in the near.
future, to be able to offer back to their
homeland.

In the meantime. Sudan’s un-
official ambassadors would make any
person from Sudan justifiably proud.
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LOOK NO FURTHER, READ THE SUDAN MIRROR
EVERY FORTNIGHT FOR NEWS
ABOUT SUDAN, BY SUDANESE, FOR SUDAN.




